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There were occasions when Garrick himself could not
withstand the pit.

During the weeks immediately preceding Mansfield's
appearance as Gloster the pitites had been particularly
active. A few evenings before they had broken up a first
night's performance at Mrs. John Wood's Theatre, keep-
ing up such a turmoil that the entire play was presented
practically in dumb show.

A friend brought Mansfield word that there would be a
hostile demonstration against his Richard, and on the
advice of a Londoner high in authority a dozen police
officers in plain clothes were to be sprinkled through the
pit. If any one made an outbreak, disapproval was to be
expressed, and if he did not subside he was to be taken
out and locked up.

The crowd at the pit entrance to the Globe before the
doors opened on the first night was so great that the
peace-officers could not get near it, and the mistake was
made of allowing them to enter by a private doorway.
The struggle for precedence in getting in was so frenzied
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